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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2011
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
Earning a bachelor’s degree is a high point in  
the lives of many Grand Valley graduates. For  
Jim Albright and his family, it was a milestone  
that once seemed impossible.
Albright, 21, suffers from Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy (DMD), a disorder that involves 
rapidly worsening muscle weakness. The 
average life expectancy of people with DMD  
is to the mid-20s.
President Thomas J. Haas presented Albright 
with a bachelor’s degree in computer science 
during a ceremony on February 17 in Seidman 
House on the Allendale Campus. Albright, a 
senior, was scheduled to participate in April’s 
commencement ceremony but his mother 
said they did not want to wait that long.
“We live with the unknown every day,” said  
Deb Albright.
Albright has beaten the odds of DMD 
throughout his life. Diagnosed with the 
disorder at age 4, he was using a wheelchair by 
7.  While many boys with DMD do not finish  
high school, Albright graduated from 
Hudsonville High School when he was 16. He 
was homeschooled by his mother, who used the 
curriculums of both Freedom Baptist and  
Hudsonville schools. 
“He was working year-round to get through 
because one of his friends with 
Duchenne’s died at 14,” Deb Albright 
said. “So many of these boys never 
finish high school.” The genetic 
disorder affects mostly boys.
Albright started taking classes 
at Grand Valley in January 2007. 
For almost every course Jim 
took, Deb was by his side, taking 
notes and assisting him with his 
wheelchair and in the restroom.
As he and his mother learned to 
navigate campus, finding the unisex 
restrooms and wheelchair ramps, 
Albright became a stronger and 
stronger advocate for people with 
disabilities. He is currently on a 
mobile application for smartphones 
that shows the locations of 
unisex restrooms, wheelchair 
ramps and handicapped parking spaces on 
campus. Through Grand Valley’s Mobile 
Applications and Services Lab, led by associate 
professor Jonathan Engelsma, a group of 
five students is helping Albright develop it.
“It could be used at other universities, 
amusement parks, airports,” Albright said.
He also worked with Facilities Services and 
building contractors to increase the number 
of unisex restrooms in Mackinac Hall, when 
that building was undergoing renovation. 
“When I started here I didn’t think I would  
make it this far,” he said. “Now a lot of stress is  
lifted and I can get out in the real world and 
show people with disabilities that they can  
contribute to society.”
Albright’s goals are not complete. He said he  
would like to begin working toward a master’s  
degree.
Student with Duchenne’s disorder earns diploma early
Vice provost to present 
next 50th at Noon lecture
Lynn “Chick” Blue 
is the next presenter 
during the 50th at 
Noon lecture series, 
which celebrates 
Grand Valley’s 
anniversary by 
highlighting faculty 
and staff members 
to share the early 
stories of campus.
Blue’s presentation,  
“A Tradition of 
Change: Who Is In the Details?” is set for  
Wednesday, February 23, at noon in the  
Cook-DeWitt Center. The event is free and  
open to the public.
Blue, vice provost and dean of Academic 
Services and Information Technology, has been 
at Grand Valley for 43 years. She said she will 
discuss the culture of change at Grand Valley 
and include many photos in her presentation.
Board approves 
housing rate freeze
Grand Valley students and their families can 
breathe a sigh of relief at one budget item for 
next year. For the first time in the university’s 
history, the Board of Trustees voted February 
11 to freeze housing rates for all students 
living on campus next year at 2010 rates. 
Whether students are returning to campus 
next year or they are entering Grand Valley 
for the first time next year, they will pay the 
same room rate that was set for Fall 2010. 
While Grand Valley’s housing operation is self-
supporting, the opportunity to make this  
budget decision is tied into the university’s 
overall climate of operating efficiently and  
putting the students first. Faculty and staff  
members accepted a pay freeze this year and  
are also dealing with an increase to their  
health care costs. 
“Our goal is to keep higher education accessible 
Across Campus
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Deb Albright adjusts the graduation tassel for her son, Jim Albright, 
who received a diploma on February 17 during a ceremony at 
Seidman House.
continues on page 2
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Lynelle Brown 
Office Coordinator, Kutsche 
Office of Local History
Lynelle Brown helps illuminate community 
stories of West Michigan and enriches the 
lives of many students through her work 
in the Kutsche Office of Local History. 
Ten years ago Brown joined Grand Valley as 
the legal secretary in the University Counsel 
office. In 2009 she was offered the opportunity 
to help establish the Kutsche Office of Local 
History. She continues to play a significant 
role in the office’s growth in the community. 
Brown was actively involved in organizing 
the first Local History Roundtable that 
brought together more than 75 public history 
organizations and institutions that are dedicated 
to collecting, preserving, exhibiting and 
disseminating local history. She also supports 
and assists with the preservation of history by 
encouraging minority groups and individuals 
to publish their research, and recently worked 
with Latinos Working for a Future and the 
Grand Valley American Indian Lodge.  
Brown said she loves collaborating with local 
underrepresented groups to help preserve 
and share their history for the benefit of the 
Grand Valley and 
West Michigan 
communities. 
“The opportunity 
of working with 
such a diversity of 
people has greatly 
enriched my life,” 
said Brown.
Through her work 
Brown also hires 
and supervises the 
office’s student 
workers, serving 
as a mentor to 
them as they progress through college and 
into life. “I truly enjoy working with students, 
being a part of their lives and watching them 
achieve their goals,” said Brown. “We all have 
an impact on shaping the lives of our students.”
Brown attended Muskegon and Grand Rapids  
community colleges. She enjoys yoga and took  
part in her first dinner theater performance as a 
cigarette girl in “Sentimental Journey at  
the Cotton Club.” 
“Life is a beautiful journey and I believe in 
living life fully, loving freely and laughing 
often along the way,” said Brown. 
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
GVFaces
and affordable for those 
who want to study at 
Grand Valley,” President 
Thomas J. Haas said. 
“We know how families 
are struggling right now, 
and we are so pleased to 
be able to freeze room 
rates for students who 
will be living on campus 
in the coming year.”
There is room for 
about 5,800 students 
on campus and they 
pay a room rate based 
on the amenities of the unit and whether they share it with roommates. 
Housing applications are currently being accepted for next year. For more  
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/housing.
Report outlines university’s 
commitment to quality
President Thomas J. Haas said the university’s accountability Dashboard 
Report shows Grand Valley leading other Michigan schools in key 
performance indicators, underscoring the university’s academic quality  
and its commitment to the state’s economic recovery.  
When reviewing the past 10 years of higher education growth in  
Michigan, Grand Valley is the top performer. In the last decade, annual  
enrollment in Michigan’s 15 public universities has increased by more  
than 25,000. Nearly 6,000 or 23 percent of that increase was at Grand  
Valley.
The number of degrees awarded by Michigan’s public universities in that  
decade went up by nearly 10,000. Of that number, Grand Valley had the  
largest share of increase at 22 percent. Haas presented the report at  
the February 11 meeting of the Board of Trustees, the first for new  
trustees David Hooker and John C. Kennedy. 
“It’s proven that a state with more college graduates is healthier 
economically,” Haas said. “Grand Valley is a major partner with 
the state, as are all institutions of higher education. We are a huge 
piece of the economic picture as Michigan looks to a prosperous 
future and a higher quality of life. We have been doing our 
Accountability Report for four years in the fall. This dashboard 
report expands on that and gives a clear picture of Grand Valley’s 
proof of performance when it comes to using resources wisely.” 
During the same period, Grand Valley has kept tuition below the state 
average even though it receives the lowest state funding per student. 
Haas has testified before state legislative committees, and repeated at the 
board meeting, that he would reduce tuition by 5 percent if lawmakers 
would appropriate the minimum floor funding to Grand Valley that 
they have agreed in principle to award to each student in Michigan.
“Grand Valley students and their families deserve fair treatment from the  
state,” Haas said. “We need a rational and predictable partnership  
with Lansing.  At Grand Valley, we are doing everything we can to  
be efficient and effective.” 
The Dashboard Report and Accountability Report are posted online  
at www.gvsu.edu/accountability.
Feedback on classroom 
conditions needed for survey
The University Faculty Facilities Planning and Advisory Committee 
is requesting input from faculty and staff members on the conditions 
of the classrooms and labs in which they teach. The annual classroom 
survey is available on Blackboard to all faculty and staff members.  
These surveys are compiled and submitted directly to Facilities Planning 
so issues in classrooms can be addressed. In 2010, more than $279,100 was 
spent for classroom improvements on the Allendale Campus; $90,100 for 
classroom improvements on the Holland and Grand Rapids campuses; 
and $84,000 for installation of document cameras on all campuses.
continued from page 1
Lynelle Brown
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Brian Copeland, assistant vice president for Business 
and Finance, discusses the housing rate freeze at the 
February 11 Board of Trustees meeting.
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Faculty participate 
in National 
Engineering Week
As part of National Engineering Week, Grand  
Valley faculty members will participate in 
the Grand Rapids Public Museum’s Student 
Engineering Week, which aims to educate  
third-seventh grade students about the  
profession.
A 90-minute program will run Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday during the week of  
February 21-25, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.  
It is free and open to the public.
Grand Valley will showcase the student and 
faculty homemade robots Sparky II and Buffy 
the Autonomous Robot. Educational activities 
about the emerging field of nanotechnology 
will also be featured as part of a grant from 
the National Science Foundation given to 
professors Nael Barakat and Heidi Jiao.
Grand Valley to host Irish 
poet and Michigan writer
A doubleheader of sorts is planned at Grand 
Valley as organizers bring two esteemed 
writers to the Allendale Campus. 
• Irish poet Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill will give a 
reading on Wednesday, February 23, at 3 p.m. 
in the Cook-DeWitt Center. She is a part of the 
English Department’s Visiting Scholar program.
• Michigan poet and fiction writer Laura 
Kasischke will be on campus Thursday, 
February 24, in the Kirkhof Center, room 2263,  
to discuss the writing craft from 4-5:15 p.m.,  
followed by a reading. 
Ní Dhomhnaill is one of the few women 
Irish poets who writes exclusively in 
Irish. She has been a major influence in 
revitalizing the Irish language in modern 
poetry. Currently the Naughton Fellow of 
Irish Studies at Notre Dame, Ní Dhomhnaill 
has held the Burns Chair of Irish Studies at 
Boston College, and the Humboldt Chair 
of Irish Studies at Villanova University. 
Kasischke, a participant in the Writers 
Series, attended the University of Michigan, 
where she received bachelor’s degree 
and an MFA in creative writing. She is 
now an associate professor there, in the 
Residential College and the MFA program.
Kasischke has published eight novels, two of 
which have been made into feature films — 
“The Life Before Her Eyes” and “Suspicious 
River” — and eight books of poetry. 
Dove model to address 
‘real beauty’
A model from the 2005 Dove Campaign 
for Real Beauty will give a presentation on 
campus during Conversations on Loving 
Your Body, which is held in conjunction with 
National Eating Disorders Awareness Week.
Stacy Nadeau will discuss “Embracing Real 
Beauty” on Thursday, February 24, at 4 p.m. 
in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. 
The event is LIB 100 and US 201 approved.
The Dove Campaign for Real Beauty 
celebrated different body types and individual 
beauty, breaking down stereotypes of beauty. 
Nadeau will discuss the role that men and 
women can play to make a positive impact 
on changing the messages young women 
receive about beauty. She will explore how 
change begins at the individual level, and 
how positive body image talk can create a 
wave of change toward ideas of beauty. 
Other events during Conversations on Loving  
Your Body include a film series, body image  
presentations and eating disorder screenings.  
More information can be found at 
www.gvsu.edu/women_cen.
Civil rights era leader 
to give presentations 
A Detroit physician who worked closely with 
Martin Luther King Jr. during the civil rights 
era will give two presentations at Grand Valley 
as part of the Black 
History Month 
celebration.
During the early 
1960s, William 
G. Anderson was 
president of the 
Albany Movement, 
the first mass 
movement of the 
era to set a goal of 
desegregating an 
entire community: 
Albany, Georgia. 
In December 
1961, King and 
Anderson were 
among hundreds of other protesters 
who were arrested within one week. 
Now past president of the American 
Osteopathic Association, Anderson will give  
two presentations:
• Thursday, February 24, noon, Kirkhof 
Center, rooms 2215/2216: “Living 
History: He Was There,” discussing his 
experiences and work with King.
• Thursday, February 24, 7 p.m., DeVos 
Center, Loosemore Auditorium: “A View 
of the Past and the Hope of the Future,” 
discussing events in history that shaped 
the future for African Americans.
Both events are free and open to the public.
Anderson is also senior advisor to the dean 
of Michigan State University’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, and vice president 
for academic affairs at Sinai-Grace 
Hospital in Detroit. He graduated from Des 
Moines University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and, after practicing medicine 
in Georgia, conducted a successful group 
surgical practice in Detroit until 1984.
Anderson and his wife published a book,  
Autobiographies of a Black Couple of the  
Greatest Generation. Proceeds from sales 
benefit the American Osteopathic Foundation 
for Minority Scholarships in osteopathic  
medicine. 
Screenings will focus 
on eating disorders
Grand Valley’s Counseling Center will hold  
screenings on Thursday, February 24, in  
conjunction with National Eating Disorders  
Screening Day.
Nationally, 95 percent of people with eating  
disorders are between ages 12-25. The range  
of disorders includes anorexia, bulimia and  
binge eating.
Staff members from the Counseling Center 
will be in numerous campus locations 
— Kirkhof Center main lobby, Kleiner 
Commons, DeVos Center Student Project 
Area, Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences, 
North C, Campus Recreation Center and 
Counseling and Career Development 
Center — throughout the day to provide 
questionnaires, information and assistance.
More details are online at www.gvsu.edu/ 
counsel or call x13266.
WGVU hosts wine tasting 
at public museum
WGVU will host the Great Wine & Food 
Symposium at the Grand Rapids Public 
Museum, 272 Pearl St. NW, on Friday, 
February 25, from 7:30-10 p.m.
Guests will sample from more than 300 wine 
and beer selections from around the world.  
Gourmet food samples will be available and 
music will be provided by Lake Effect Brass. 
Tickets for the fundraiser are $50 per person 
in advance, or $60 per person at the door.  
To reserve tickets call (800) 442-2771 or  
visit www.wgvu.org.
NASA officer to give  
lecture
The Physics Department will host a lecture 
by Les Johnson, from NASA’s Advance 
Concepts Office at the Marshall Space 
Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama.
“How Space Development May Help Solve 
Our Energy and Environmental Problems 
on Earth” will be held on Monday, February 
28, beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the DeVos 
Center, Loosemore Auditorium. The 
event is free and open to the public.
Johnson will discuss how the world’s 
population is placing stresses on its 
environment and how space exploration 
will preserve humanity. He is the 
co-author of several books on the subject, 
including Living Off the Land in Space.
The event is co-sponsored by the Society 
of Physics Students. For more information, 
call x12274 or visit www.gvsu.edu/physics.
What’s Ahead
William Anderson
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Grand Valley was one of the top 10 
organizations presented with the Spirit 
of Generosity Award for participation 
in the 2010 United Way Campaign.
School of Criminal Justice’s Police Academy 
received a $92,665 grant from the Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement Standards 
for the 2011 Police Precision Driving program.
Peter Anderson, associate professor of Classics, 
received a Collegiate Teaching Excellence 
Award at the American Philological Association 
Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas.
In the News
Hari Singh, professor of economics, was 
interviewed by many news organizations 
for stories about the economic impact 
of the February 2 snowstorm and about 
the economy and employment.
Paul Isely, associate professor and chair of 
the economics department, was interviewed by 
WOOD-AM 1300 and WKZO-AM for stories  
about the economic impact of the February 2  
snowstorm and by the Grand Rapids Press 
about President Obama’s State of the Union  
address.
Caryn King, associate dean of the College of 
Education, was interviewed by WOOD-AM  
1300 for stories about MEAP proficiency  
standards.
James Grant, professor of education, was 
interviewed by WOOD-TV for stories 
about MEAP proficiency standards.
James Goode, professor of history, was 
interviewed by many news organizations for 
stories about the political unrest in Egypt.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Through Feb. 25
Gallery Hours: MultiMedia III: Art and 
Design, School of Communications 
Celebrate 50th Anniversary. Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call x12563 for information.
Mon., Feb. 21
2:30 p.m.: Health and Wellness Workshop. 
“The Power of Gratitude.” 123 CHS. Call 
x12215 for information.
Noon-5 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts 
Online Tutorials. “What’s New at 
Encompass.” 2242 KC.      
Tues., Feb. 22
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Divorce 
Recovery Group. 0042 KC. 
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop. 
“Healthy Living Practices: Finding 
Spirituality by Healing From Within.” 2259 
KC. 
1:30 p.m.: General Education Committee hosts 
GE Campus Forum. 2204 KC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/gened for information. 
3 p.m.: Conversations On Loving Your Body 
Event. “Drunkorexia.” Grand River Room, 
KC. Call x12748 for information. 
Wed., Feb. 23
11:30 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Brown Bag Lunch and Learn Series. 
“Issues in Volunteer Administration.” 
Bicycle Factory. Call x17585 for more infor-
mation. 
Noon: 50th at Noon Lecture Series. “A 
Tradition of Change: Who Is In the 
Details?” by Lynn Blue. CDC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/anniversary for information. 
Noon: MAREC Lunch and Learn Series. 
“Wind Energy Basics,” by Kim Walton. 
MAREC. Call x16910 for information. 
Noon: Women’s Center hosts Fireside Chat. 
1142 KC. Call x12748 for information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for informa-
tion. 
1 p.m.: Conversations On Loving Your Body 
Lecture. “How to Approach Someone You 
Think May Have an Eating Disorder,” by 
Shari Bartz. 2270 KC. 
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Working with 
Second Language Writers: Part I.” 302E 
DEV. Call x13498 for information.
4 p.m.: Community Reading Open Discussion. 
“The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.” 
127A DEV. Call x12618 for information. 
Thurs., Feb. 24
7:30 a.m. Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
9 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Teaching and 
Performance: Strategies for the Classroom,” 
by Kurt Ellenberger. 302E DEV. 
11 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Working with 
Second Language Writers: Part I.” 2201 KC.
Noon: Black History Month Event. “Living 
History: He Was There,” by William 
Anderson. 2215/2216 KC. Call x12177 for 
information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop. 
“Healthy Living Practices: Finding 
Spirituality by Healing From Within.” 302E 
DEV. 
1 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center Workshop. 
“Economic Justice and Class Issues in the 
LGBT Movement,” by Kenyon Farrow. Call 
x12530 for information. 
1:30 p.m.: General Education Committee 
hosts GE Campus Forum. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
gened for information. 
4 p.m.: Conversations On Loving Your Body 
Event. “Embracing Real Beauty,” by Stacy 
Nadeau. Grand River Room KC. 
4 p.m.: GVSU Writers Series hosts Laura 
Kasischke. 2263 KC. Call x13601 for infor-
mation.
7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. “A View 
of the Past and the Hope of the Future,” by 
William Anderson. Loosemore Auditorium, 
DEV.  
Fri., Feb. 25
10 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Teaching and 
Performance: Strategies for the Classroom,” 
by Kurt Ellenberger. 2201 KC. 
3 p.m.: Philosophy Colloquium. “Unequal 
Human Worth.” B-LL-110 MAK. Call 
x12114 for information. 
7 p.m.: GVSU Dance Program presents Mark 
Santillano. LAT, PAC. Call x13487 for infor-
mation. 
7 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presents “Mother 
Goose and the Boy Who Wouldn’t Do His 
Homework.” LAT, PAC. Purchase tickets by 
calling x12300.
Sat., Feb. 26
2 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presents “Mother 
Goose and the Boy Who Wouldn’t Do His 
Homework.” LAT, PAC. 
Sun., Feb. 27
2 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presents “Mother 
Goose and the Boy Who Wouldn’t Do His 
Homework.” LAT, PAC. 
